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Matthew 14:28-31 is a common passage we use to illustrate faith and doubt. Preachers would retell the story with dramatics describing the storm, a tumultuous scene of waves and wind, and how our Lord calmly walked toward the boat, in the middle of the lake. They would describe how Peter by faith came out of the boat and walked on water; however, Peter took his eyes off the Lord and in an instant he began to sink. As soon as Peter cried out, “Lord save me!” our Lord reached out his hand and “took hold of him.” The lesson of the day would be: have faith and don’t doubt; doubt is when you take your eyes off the Lord.
In his innocence, Peter simply asked the Lord if he could join Him. Despite fear and doubt, Peter did it, as the other disciples looked on. People might criticize Peter, “Look at that Peter, doing something foolish again. Who does he think he is?” After his obvious failure, they would say, “I knew he would fail.” Nevertheless, it is interesting to note that Jesus never scolded Peter for walking on water; He simply commented on Peter’s lack of faith as he walked. Does not the comment of the Lord pronounce a greater judgment on the other disciples for their absence of faith to participate? Although Peter’s failing is apparent, the faith that took him out of his comfort zone should not be easily dismissed.
In this global financial tsunami, many are afraid of losing their jobs, pensions and even dignity as a provider. Economists tell us that the worst is not yet over. On top of it, most researchers would say that faith-based organizations, such as Logos Evangelical Seminary, tend to get hit the hardest during such economic downturn. In most if not all circumstances, we expect Jesus to walk to where we are and join us in our endeavors. We wait and plead for Jesus to come on board, so we can carry on our journey in relative security and comfort. Yet, I am compelled to walk to where Jesus is. I’ve decided to leave a comfortable position as a pastor in Irvine to join an organization that appears to be in the center of the storm, in El Monte. Starting April 1st, with the support of my wife and children, I have taken the position as Director of Advancement working hand in hand with many faithful servants of the Lord, here in the Seminary. 

I love the vision statement of the Seminary: “Attempt great things for God; Rescue millions of souls.” The difference between success and failure is not found in the utility of its outcome, but in its simple “attempt” at greatness. True failure is not trying anything at all. Even if we might fall, our Lord will rescue us like He did with Peter, for Peter was willing to step out of the boat. The other people in that boat looked on with envy wondering if they themselves had the guts to step out of the boat into the lake like Peter and experience the deliverance of our Lord, when Jesus took hold of Peter. That is the difference between faith and faithlessness. I do not dare to boast in my great faith, but I will glory in the work of Christ that is in me through a small “attempt” at something great so that God’s grace in His deliverance may be made known. 
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