THE WORLD HAS COME TO US
                                                                           By Professor Douglas R. Vavrosky
I came back to the United States from twelve years of missionary ministry in Taiwan at the age of 38. When my wife, Avril and I sought the Lord’s face about our missionary ministry, the second missionary call came to both of us saying, “God never said we could quit OMF and God never said we could leave the Chinese ministry.” However, how could we do this when our field of service had changed from Asia to North America? When we began reaching out to the Chinese people in North America we realized that God had brought the nations to our doorstep. At that time, we knew we had to train missionaries to enter into this harvest field.
Multicultural Missionary Internship
All of the students at Logos Evangelical Seminary are required to take cross-cultural missionary internships to fulfill their requirements for graduation. Because our seminary is a Chinese seminary, the language that we conduct the lessons is in Mandarin. Chinese are very faithful in preaching the Gospel to other Chinese people; in fact, they are very effective at it as well. This is one of the reasons why there is such a turning to Christ going on among the Chinese people worldwide. However, they still see themselves as a mission field; therefore, they have not been as effective in cross cultural evangelism.

Many of our students are not able to go on overseas missions trips to do their short term mission requirement for two reasons: one, it is too expensive; the other, most of them are in the United States on student visas, and this makes them hard to re-enter the country, especially for those from China. This made us look for other options to train our students for missions.  

In reaching out to the diverse cultures in the mid to large cities, the first step is to go to the area churches to build up a friendship with them. Many ethnic church pastors are very happy to have outsiders come in and help them because they are often also having difficulty leading their congregations in reaching out and connecting cross cultural lines. What we did with our school was we made contact with Arabic, Japanese, Spanish, Thai, Indonesian and American Churches in order to place our students into these churches for internships. All of these churches were happy to have our missionaries do their internship in the local church. 

The student’s service in the church included attending every worship service, even if the student didn’t understand the language. This is a very helpful practice for missionary training. Firstly, it builds patience with the people and their culture. Secondly, it allows the students to form the intonations, rhythms, cadence and sounds of the language. Thirdly, it allows for identification with the people. For Christians, the most important part of our lives is our worship to God. When we join together for worship there is a strong bond formed that transcends culture.
The other forms of service to be rendered are dependant on the needs of the church, the student and the instructor. It is often the case that the children in the ethnic church are already culturally American and speak English fluently. Because of the limitations of the ethnic church, they often arrange willing parents to be teachers, who might have poor English, little knowledge of modern American culture and a bent towards teaching according to the teaching methods of the ethnic church. This can make the Gospel very unappealing to ethnic children. If the student is from an ethnic church background, then he or she can bring another point of view to the Gospel from which the students in the ethnic church can learn while the student is interning at their church.  
Other forms of service that can be rendered by the interning student include testimony sharing, preaching, teaching, and all other forms of Christian service. The advantage of having other cultures ministering puts the Gospel into another perspective which allows the worshipper to receive new insights into God’s word.  
Do the Work of an Evangelist
In addition to our church service we need to train the students to preach the Gospel and be ready in season and out of season. We have established street preaching positions in the area of our seminary where the students might be able to preach the Gospel.  One place is a travel agency bus stop where people get on to the bus and go to different locations through the Southwest. Here we teach the students how to gather a crowd and preach the Gospel. This has several benefits in training the students. 

Firstly, it develops their preaching skills. Preaching is the medium whereby people hear the Word of God. If we cannot preach well, we cannot leave a favorable impression on the people. If a student can hold a person’s attention in an open air environment, he or she can certainly hold a person’s attention in a church or other public forum. Secondly, many people need to hear the Gospel on more than one occasion before they make a decision to believe. Our job might be only to sow the seed, or water what has already been sown, but at times our job is also to reap the harvest of what others have sown. Thirdly, it develops a passion for souls. When one preaches in the open air he or she is giving it all that he or she has. It helps one to become much more earnest in his or her ministry as a result.

Besides the street preaching ministry, we also train people in night market evangelism.  We have a spot from which we pass out tracts and Christian literature and talk to people passing by. This helps the students to be always in the attitude of prayer, praying that those chosen of the Lord would come and engage in discussion about the things of God.  We simply secure a spot for a table in the night market. One might need to rent this spot, but having done so we simply display materials in different languages. Some of the students can stay around the table dealing with those who come by to browse, but others must move around to the other sellers, testifying to them about the Gospel.  
Training in Spiritual Warfare
With so much focus in the four Gospels on spiritual warfare, why are we so afraid to deal with it in the seminaries? Once one enters into cross cultural ministry, the majority of one’s ministry focus is often centered on issues that are of a spiritual nature. The advantages of offering these kinds of courses in a seminary setting are many:

1) the students are not shocked when they get to the mission field and come into contact with issues that require a spiritual warfare approach to ministry;
2) the students will know what to do in these types of situations so that they might not loose credibility with the nationals who are very used to dealing with things on a spiritual level;
3) the students will have an insight into the mindset of his or her flock, and the knowledge of spiritual warfare principles will help the students in preaching, teaching, visiting, church planting, interpersonal relationships and in their prayer life.

Spiritual warfare classes should include the following sessions: spiritual warfare in the Bible, spiritual warfare in the early church, prayer and authority, the ministry of healing, strategies on the spiritual warfare battlefront, using spiritual warfare principles in personal ministry, breaking Satan’s bondage, deliverance, breaking the strongholds of the Devil, training others for spiritual warfare, spiritual warfare and folk religions and the victorious Christian life. We want to train our students so that they also are the best that we have to offer the church. And we need to make cross cultural missionary training an important priority in our missionary training programs today.
This course should certainly be a required course for every mission’s major student and in my opinion for every seminary student training for the ministry to. With the influx of people from other ethnic backgrounds coming to the West, the worldview of most Westerners is changing, as it adjusts to the amalgamation of cultures. The reality of the spiritual is present. We need to use the authority that God has given us through His Word and the power of the Holy Spirit to do the works Jesus has called us to do (cf. Luke 4:18-19).
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